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Petroleum exploration and production form the foundation that supports modern society. With a

proven track record in stable energy supply, it has made significant contributions to society through



diverse applications and related technologies. It also contributes to natural sciences through the
discovery and verification of facts documented in textbooks. The energy transition, which we are
currently within, is anticipated to be a societal transformation spanning several decades, during
which demand for hydrocarbons is likely to continue. The petroleum exploration and production
industry is expected to support this demand. Furthermore, the development and utilisation of next-
generation energy resources such as natural hydrogen, alongside the local production and
consumption of energy — that is, the development and utilisation of small-scale, diverse energy
sources — necessitates a deep understanding of regional contexts. The knowledge and technology
accumulated by the petroleum exploration and production industry form the foundational support

for this direction.
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